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Thousands of children and young people are studying the Bible 
this summer in Vacation Schools, Camps, Conferences 
and Assemblies 


The Presbyterian Mission House in Ybor City. 
This ts only one of several well-established missions 
located in the Latin section of the Tampa area. 
Others are conducted by the Methodists, the Men- 
nonites, the Baptists, the Free Methodists, the Evan- 
gelicals and the Church of the Brethren 


All in One Week 


The story of what one District Secretary of th 
Society did in an intensive effort among crowdee 
dwellers in one city in his area 


BY FREDERICK We CROEP 


ECRETARY Benjamin Smith, affectionately 
S called Ben by the official Bible Society family, 
has charge of the Society’s Depository and Dis- 
trict Office at Atlanta, Georgia. His District 
covers the Southeastern United States. Referring 
to the thousands of Italian, Spanish and English- 
speaking people employed in the fisheries and 
cigar factories of Ybor City, West Tampa and the 
Tampa Bay areas on the Florida west coast, Sec- 
retary Smith says: “I ama missionary at heart and 
would give my life to serve this type of people.” 

He proved his statement last April when he con- 
ducted an intensive campaign of Bible distribution 
and reading among these people. 

The purpose of the ‘““One-Man Crusade,” as 
Ben calls it, was to stimulate the missions working 
in the area to get the largest possible number of 
people to accept, and read in their native tongue, 
at least one of the four Gospels. 

The plan was worked out through conferences 
with the Latin Christian Council of Ybor City, 
consisting of the heads of the various missions serv- 
ing there. From 9:45 on Saturday morning until 
late Friday evening, Secretary Smith was contin- 
uously at work. Part of the time he was speaking 
to the younger group in English, and part of the 
time to the older people through interpreters. At 
eight of the missions and at all of the schools 
where he spoke he also showed the Society’s sound- 
motion picture, ‘The Book for the World of 
Tomorrow.” 

Statistically the results were most gratifying. 
There were 2,800 people who saw the film; 11,500 
Gospels were put in the hands of those who prom- 


ised to read them (of these, 2,000 were Italian Gos: 
pels, 3,000 Spanish and 6,500 English). 

But the evidence of spiritual results was ever 
better. Writes Secretary Smith, “‘Of all the special 
efforts of my life none has been more fruitful. In 
the schools the teachers gladly assumed the re- 
sponsibility for encouraging the children to accept 
and read the Gospels. The eagerness with whick 
these Latin people received the picture was thrill. 
ing. It was so appealing to the children and the 
young people, that in many cases they would fol. 
low us from mission to mission to see the picture é 
second and a third time.” 

Then Brother Ben philosophized a bit. 

‘‘Suppose,”’ said he, ‘“‘that this Secretary coulc 
repeat this effort for one whole year. He coul 
then distribute fifty-two times 11,500 Gospels, o 
598,000 in a year, himself. Add to this what cai 
be done by my District’s regular distributors— 
about 175,000 volumes a year—and you hav 
773,000 volumes persuasively placed in the hand 
of people who promise to read them. Then ad 
what ten other Districts and the four offices of th 
Haven Agency for Colored People could similarl 
do, and you have 11,595,000 volumes distribute 
in the United States in one year. There is at lea 
one District Secretary convinced that there are u 
limited possibilities for home distribution. ‘And, 
concluded Ben, “‘it is worth noting that what w 
done in the ‘Tampa effort was a ‘One-Man Sho 
with only one travel-expense item, one small hot 
bill and one week of time.” 

Look about you—and then see what you can 
with the Word of God—all in one week! 
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A Great Door and Effectual Is Opened 


(HE NEED for the Scriptures in most parts of the 
world is still not met, in spite of special funds 
m the American Bible Society during the past 
*years for the purpose. This amount has been 
a drop in a bucket compared with the vast re- 
sements. The need is not measured by mere 
‘sing but by actual demands which pour in 
4 all countries—especially those countries 
ce war has destroyed not only the people’s 
2s but their printing presses as well. 
‘ae American Bible Society has become in a 
al sense the main depository of supply of the 
ped Scriptures for the world. 
“1e most serious aspect of the situation is that 
Society has been obliged to turn down, or de- 
indefinitely, assistance in the production of 
stly needed editions of Scriptures. The cost of 
serman, Japanese and other editions for which 
society is committed exceeds the resources at 
és in sight by four to five hundred thousand 
irs. The Society does not dare to go further in 
ruction or in subsidizing production until the 
“nt commitments are more nearly covered by 
: Christian people. 
-a the other hand we are boldly looking to the 
stian churches to meet the increasing de- 
s. We stand prepared to keep the presses 
ing and the books moving out to the needy 
3 as our friends make it possible. We can para- 
e a word of the Apostle Paul and say, great 
s and effectual are opened unto us. 
‘tus look into some of these open doors which 
nave entered over and over again with the 
Scriptures, but which we must continue to go 
ith these sacred volumes: 

e American Bible Society is prepared to carry 
als Scripture distribution in all these countries. 
aave the plates; the printing presses are avail- 
_ We can get the paper; the processes of trans- 
ation are open; the organization for distribu- 
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tion is already set up and waiting. Our only need 
is money. 


Japan 

This is the country of greatest opportunity. No one’s 
appraisal of the situation in Japan should be more ac- 
curate than that of General MacArthur. In a recent 
release he said that, owing to the vacuum left by the 
changes which have occurred in Japan, “there now 
exists an opportunity without counterpart since the 
birth of Christ for the spread of Christianity among the 
people of the Far East.” 

As soon as the war ended and before missionaries 
could be sent back to their posts, the Japanese Christian 
leaders requested 150,000 Japanese Bibles and 2,500,000 
Japanese New Testaments. The American Bible So- 
ciety started work immediately to fill this order, and up 
to date about a million copies of the Scriptures, mostly 
New Testaments, have already been shipped and many 
of them already distributed to the Japanese people. 

For the printing of the Bibles it was necessary to 
make new plates. This has been done, and orders have 
already been given for 150,000 Bibles and 500,000 
additional New Testaments, which will be ready for 
shipment within a short time. This large order is an 
act of faith, because the money is not in hand for the 
payment of these books and we must rely upon the gen- 
erosity of Christian people to supply the funds. 

The reports below show how readily the Scriptures 
are being accepted for study in Japan: 


“The most noble and timely action taken for the 
work in Japan was to send to our people the Bibles, 
since most of those privately owned and all of those in 
stock were destroyed during the war. Within a few 
months, to our great delight, 300,000 copies of New 
Testaments, mostly in Japanese, were printed in Amer- 
ica and sent out to our people as gifts. These were all 
sold and widely distributed in a few months, and an- 
other 300,000 copies have come just recently to help 
meet the great demand, ‘Today many hundreds of 
Bible study classes and groups have been organized in 
schools, factories, hospitals, offices and farmers’ homes, 
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widely scattered all over the country, such as have 
never been known before.” 


“Dr, Tracy Strong’s most vivid impression of his 
trip to the Far East for the Y.M.C.A. seemed to have 
come from the two weeks spent in Japan—a country in 
which, perhaps more than any other, people are seek- 
ing the meaning of Christianity and of democracy. 
Japan is passing through a period of history which may 
well determine the future of the Far East. Reference 
was made to a group of journalists and business men 
who are meeting each week to study the Bible in a Tokyo 
newspaper Office.” 


A great door and effectual is opened for us in Japan. 


Will you send your gift in order that we may enter with. 


the Word of God? 


China 


Here is the land of unparalleled opportunity. This is 
the land that has suffered longest from the ravages of 
war and still suffers. This is the land of the teeming 
millions awaiting the message of hope. This is the land 
where large numbers of the top leaders are Christian 
and will encourage the circulation of the Scriptures. 

For their needs 100,000 Bibles have been printed in 
America by the American Bible Society and sent over. 
Another 50,000 are planned. The needs in this country 
call for millions of volumes. 

Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek sent back by Dr. 
Darby Fulton, Secretary of the Executive Committee 
for Foreign Missions of the Presbyterian Church, U.S., 
the message that ‘Now is the critical hour to press the 
claims of Christianity on China.” The sowing of the 
seed in this deeply furrowed field will produce greater 
results at less expense than perhaps any other form of 
missionary activity. 

A great door and effectual is opened for us in China. 
Will you send your gift in order that we may enter with 
the Word of God? 


Korea 


Here is a small country, as compared with its neigh- 
bor China, but a country that has always held a warm 
spot in the heart of the American people. The Koreans 
have responded well to the Christian message, though 
for many years, during the war and before, they have 
been isolated. 

As soon as the way opened the American Bible So- 
ciety prepared and sent 50,000 Korean New Testa- 
ments to the Korean Bible Society. Plans are under 
way for printing another 50,000 Testaments and 250,000 
Gospels. 

Mr. Chung, the Secretary, writes: 


“Tt is really difficult to express my heartiest thanks in 
words for your esteemed gift of 50,000 Korean New 
Testaments to the Korean Bible Society. It is just the 
sweet rain after many years of continual drought and 
thirst, and the Korean spiritual life is being recovered 
gradually. .. . The Scriptures which we are receiving 
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will be the stone foundation for new Korea.”’ 


A great door and effectual is opened for-us in Korez 
Will you send your gift in order that we may enter wit. 
the Word of God? 


Germany 


In this land which has given birth to two world war 
in one generation, there is a strong demand for the Hol 
Scriptures. Whatever disregard the leaders of this na 
tion may have had for the teachings of Christianity i 
the past, we must not lose faith in the Gospel of Chris 
as ““The Power of God unto Salvation.” 

Books by the hundreds of thousands have been-sen 
by the American Bible Society into Germany and the 
are still flowing in. Some are printed in this country 
some in Sweden, but all paid for by the gifts of Amer! 
can Christians. Other books are coming off the pressé 
of one of the Bible Societies of Germany, printed o: 
paper contributed by the American Bible Society 
More recently we are sending the raw material, fror 
which the paper is made in Germany and printed there 

The needs of this country and the earnest desire ¢ 
the people for Bibles can hardly be exaggerated. Rea 
the following reports: 


“It is, of course, very difficult to give an exact accou 
of how many Bibles are really needed, and it is har 
necessary. It can quite safely be said that the num 
of Bibles wanted is larger than it is possible to supply duri: 
the next years. The Evangelical Church Relief Organi 
tion has stated that the immediate pressing need is for e1g 
millions of Bibles and New Testaments.” 


“But it is urgent; every passing day means lost po 
bilities. One hundred years ago people had in gene 
no other books than the Bible and the hymn book, k 
they read these books. Now, the situation there is 
actly the same. People have no books and no ne 
papers. If they had a Bible they would read it. 


‘For the education of the confirmees and for 
work among youth in general this shortage of Bibles 
especially severe. In Germany it seems that the educ 
tion of the confirmees is based on the Bible as the o 
textbook, and the want of Bibles therefore imperils t 
whole program of education. For instance, one mi 
ter teaching a hundred confirmees had one single Bi 
at his disposal, and he had borrowed that Bible fr 
the grandmother of one of the children. In the Christi 
work among youth great importance is attached to t 
study of the Bible, and a great reception and readin 
for the Divine Word is manifest. They also spoke a 
how strange and at the same time how grateful a tas 
is to read the Bible to these youngsters, for whom i 
quite an unknown book.” 

“This is a matter of the greatest importance and s 
nificance for the whole of Christendom. The need 
Bibles is just as great in several of the European co 
tries. There is the risk that a whole generation will gr 
up without knowledge of the Bible in its world. T 

(continued on page 
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From Head-hunters to Christians 


ere 1S a soul-stirring story from the Island of Formosa which has recently been ceded back to China after 


long occupancy by Japan. 


The writer serves as the Bible Society's Agent in Formosa. 


He is affiliated with the Canadian Presbyterian Mission there 


BY JAMES DIGKSON 


N THE mountains of Formosa live an interesting 
group of people, numbering in all 200,000, 
10 have been known throughout the world as the 
rmosan head-hunters. During the last fifty-one 
ars, while Formosa_has 
en a colony of Japan, 
sse people have had little 
atact with the people 
tside of their mountain 
tricts. Missionaries were 
t allowed to go to them, 
d the Bible is a forbidden 
ok. 
However, in spite of such 
trictions a young man and a middle-aged 
‘man became believers through contact with 
ristian Chinese at the foot of the mountains. 
~ey took courses in Christian schools and went 
=k to make known their new-found faith to their 
»ow tribesmen. However, they were told by the 
panese police that no meetings were to be held 
1 the gospel was not to be preached. This was a 
at disappointment, but they went about meet- 
their friends and relatives and telling them of 
gospel message which they had learned in the 
wistian schools. 
3radually Bibles in the Japanese language were 
sught into the mountains by these people and 
tributed to those who wished to read them. The 
anese police found some of these Bibles, and 
rches were conducted; the Bibles were collected 
{ burned. More Bibles were brought in, and 
ntually the young man was considered respon- 
e for the Bibles in the villages and was arrested 
put in jail, where he remained for several 
rs. The movement he had started, however, 
itinued to spread from village to village, with 
reasing numbers of people becoming believers. 
n 1941 the missionaries were compelled to 
ve Formosa because of the conditions imposed 
n them by the Japanese Government. At that 
e there were only two baptized believers among 
aboriginal tribes in the mountains. In 1946, 
=n the first missionary returned to the island 
-r the war, he found a Christian community of 
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Aided by friends of Dr. Dickson, the 
American Bible Society has supplied 
5,000 Japanese New Testaments to 


Formosa since V-J Day and is pre- 
pared to supply more as they are 


over 4,000 members there in the mountains, and 
churches being built in many villages. Some of the 
villages in the mountains and along the east coast 
were a hundred per cent Christian. The Chinese 
churches on the east-coast 
plain were engaged in a 
tremendous work, trying to 
instruct these new believers 
in the mountains. At their 
communion services it was 
an ordinary experience to 
have over a hundred of 
these people from the 
mountains receiving Chris- 
tian baptism after being prepared for this step by 
many weeks of teaching. A short time ago I was 
in the Island of Formosa and visited many of these 
centers of Christian work for the aborigines, helped 
to dedicate a considerable number of new churches 
and had the opportunity of preaching to these peo- 
ple in many places, where the congregations some- 
times numbered over a thousand people. 


A native Church in Formosa 


These aboriginal people are in very difficult 
circumstances economically; they need clothes and 
they need medicine, but the one thing which they 
requested of me everywhere I went was Bibles. 
‘**Cian you get us Bibles?” was the question asked in 
every village and at every meeting. I have never 
met with such a demand and enthusiastic desire 
for the Word of God as I found among these peo- 
ple in Formosa. This movement, which has to the 
present time resulted in the conversion of over 
4,000 believers, has largely been the result of read- 
ing the Bible. They have had no missionaries, 
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they have had no trained ministry of any kind, 
with the exception of the first two believers, who 
had short courses in Christian schools; but in spite 
of this fact we have the fastest-growing church in 
Formosa, among these people, that I know of any- 
where in the Orient. 

Very few of them today have Bibles because the 
Japanese police gathered them and burned them 


whenever they could be found. Those that are 
still in existence have been hid in woods under 
stones and leaves and are often moldy and dilapi- 
dated. It is our duty and our privilege to see that 
every man and woman who desires a copy of the 
Word of God is able to obtain one as soon as pos: 
sible. The field is white unto harvest but the lab- 
orers are few. 


“Safe in the Arms of Jesus” 


A beautiful story of little William Gladstone Merrells III, who died in his 


seventh year but had already begun his preaching ministry 


BY GEORGE Ge DILWORTE 


HE DINNER GUEST at the Merrells’ home one 
‘IP summer Sunday was President Joseph W. 
Broyles of West Virginia Wesleyan College. He 
had been the preacher at the church that morn- 


Billy Merrells and his little sister 


ing. In his conversation with Billy and his little 
sister Elizabeth Eleanor, Dr. Broyles said, ‘‘Billy, 
when you become a man what are you going to 
be?” Quietly Billy whispered in the college presi- 
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dent’s ear, “I am going to be a preacher—righi 
now—like you.” 

When Billy’s father was at home he always 
heard the children’s bedtime prayers. ‘They al- 
ways began with the familiar ‘“‘Now I lay me,” 
from the New England Primer but in the Benja- 
min Harrison version, which reads: 


‘““Now I lay me down to sleep; 

I pray Thee, Lord, my soul to keep. 
When in the morning light I wake, 

Help me the path of love to make.” 


On the evening of Dr. Broyles’ visit, before his 
prayer time Billy asked for the big family Bible, 
which was a historic volume coming into the 
family from England seventy years before. Its 
pages were adorned with copies of many famous 
Biblical pictures. 

Placing the Bible on the piano bench, with vases 
of flowers brought by little sister to stand on either 
side of it, Billy put on a pair of horn-rimmed spec- 
tacles and, opening the Bible to the picture of the 
Nativity, he said, “I will preach about Mary and 
Joseph and the little baby Jesus, born in a cow’s 
manger.”’ His voice was low and sweet. He spok 
simply and deliberately; with no self-consciousnes 
he related logically and. carefully the incident 
of the Christmas story as he had learned the 
at church and home. 

As the time went on, Billy preached other ser 
mons. One was about Daniel, where he empha 
sized that through Daniel’s refusal to drink th 
king’s wine and whiskey, God kept him fro 
being punished.” Further, when Daniel refused t 
“obey the king, he was thrown into the den o 
lions. ‘The next morning, when the king looke 
into the deep hole and saw how friendly the lio 
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re to Daniel, he asked, ‘Daniel, why aren’t you 
ten up alive?? And Daniel answered, ‘When I 
uldn’t drink your wine and whiskey, God took 
re of me, and now He has made these lions as 
endly as dogs.’ ”’ 

Billy’s sermons, drawn from the pictures in the 
| Bible, of the Sermon on the Mount were that 
esus stood on a high hill, and the people sat 
wn and listened while He told them how to be 
od people.” 

The picture of the Good Shepherd aroused in 
ly the deepest sympathy for the lost lamb as he 
anted the returning members of the flock: 
‘ninety-five, ninety-six, ninety-seven, ninety- 
ht, ninety-nine—where was the hundred? It was 
1e, so the Shepherd went to hunt it. Looking 
‘rywhere, He climbed over the creeks, valleys 
1 hills. Finally the lamb’s cry was heard down 
ong the rocks, so He took His shepherd’s crook 
i, leaning far over a cliff, He pulled up the little 
1b. ‘Then the Shepherd took it in His arms, 
eed it, and carried it home to its crying mother. 
mS Was number one hundred;—now He had 
-m all safe in the fold—so the Shepherd was sat- 
~d and went home to bed.” 


One of Billy’s most effective sermons came from 
the picture ‘“‘Christ Blessing the Little Children.” 
He began: “I will preach about the children, with 
their mothers and some old people. These old peo- 
ple wanted the mothers to take their little children 
home and not let Jesus put His hands on them and 
bless them, as they ought not to be messing around 
Jesus. ‘But,’ Jesus told the old people, ‘I like to 
have little children messing around me. They are 
so pretty, and I can hold many in my arms at 
one time. ‘They look like little angels without 
wings. Let them all come to me?” 

Five weeks after he preached his first sermon, 
the operation in the hospital proved unsuccessful. 
At the service, in which President Broyles partici- 
pated, a friend sang “‘Safe in the Arms of Jesus.” 
Little Billy had awakened many mornings to 
*“‘make the path of love,’’ and now the traditional 
words of the prayer had also been fulfilled: 

“If I should die before I wake, 

I pray Thee, Lord, my soul to take.” 

Thus will it always be; the Bible, with all its 
difficulties, lays hold of the hearts of little child- 
ren, and whole races of men still in intellectual in- 
fancy. It is never cast upon the waters in vain. 


finter-American Understanding 
Award, 1947 


NGNIFICANT recognition came to one of the Foreign 
_ Agency Secretaries of the American Bible Society 


Mr; Gregory (right) receives his award 


n the Rev. Raymond R. Gregory of the Central 
srica Agency received the 1947 Inter-American 
Herstanding Award at ceremonies held on Pan 
srican Day, April 14, 1947. The program was held 
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in the City Auditorium, Cristébal, Canal Zone, termed 
“The Crossroads of the World.”’ 

Another of Central America’s leading citizens de- | 
livered the presentation address, in the person of Dr. 
Ricardo J. Alfaro, Minister of Foreign Relations, Re- 
public of Panama, and representative of his country in 
the United Nations. Mr. Gregory was characterized as 
“fone of the outstanding evangelical religious leaders on 
the Isthmus and probably the best known throughout 
the republics of the Caribbean area, who has always 
identified himself with movements that have stood for 
the best interests of the community.” 

Preceding the presentation a welcome was extended 
by the Hon. Victor Navis, Governor of Colén Prov- 
ince. Further greetings were brought by United States 
Consul R. G. Bailey; by the Commanding General 
of the Atlantic Sector, Brig. Gen. R. W. Berry, A.U.S.; 
and by the Commander, U.S. Naval Operating Base, 
Capt. D. P. Johnson, U.S.N. Music was furnished. by 
the Crist6bal High School orchestra. 

Secretary Gregory has served for twenty-seven years 
as Secretary for the Central America and the Caribbean 
Agencies, having previously been a missionary to Mex- 
ico. Several million copies of the Scriptures have been 
distributed under his direction. He has spoken to mul- 
titudes of the common people as well as to presidents, 
governors and legislators during his many thousands of 
miles of travels. His devoted service for nearly a third 
of a century in promoting understanding in Latin 
America has been fittingly honored by this tribute. 
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A Great Door and Effectual ... 
(Continued from page 84) 


Christian education of the children and the youth can- 
not be pursued in the right way without the Bible, and 
church work in general will be hampered. Persons who 
are homeless and destitute, spiritually as well as bodily, 
ask for a faith and a foundation. Shall it be a Christian 
or a material faith which is offered them and which 
wins them? Is there any sense in the talk of ‘reschooling’ 
and religious rebuilding if the Bible is not allowed to 
take its part?” 


S| 


In a printing house at Stuttgart, Germany a worker in the 
bindery inspects one of the New Testaments made from 
materials supplied by the American Bible Society 


A great door and effectual is opened for us in Ger- 
many and in all Europe. Will you send us your gift in 
order that we may enter with the Word of God? 

Time fails us to tell of the needs in the Philippines, in 
Brazil, in Mexico, in Africa and other areas of the world 
where doors are open and opportunities unparalleled. 


Russia 


But we must say a word about one door which is not 
open—the door into Russia. Before this door hangs 
the “Iron Curtain” which seems to shut out successfully 
many good things, including the Christian Scriptures. 

We did succeed a year or more ago in having a high 
Russian churchman accept from the Society a Russian 
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Testament, token of a large quantity of Scriptures offered 
by the Society to the Russian people. ; 

These books we know have reached Russia and have 
been graciously acknowledged by Patriarch Alexei ot 
the Russian Orthodox Church. In this shipment there 
were 500 Greek New Testaments for use in the semi- 
naries, 5,000 Russian New Testaments and Psalms, and 
100,000 Russian Gospels. 

While we rejoice that these books have been received 
in Russia and while we may assume that the Russian 
people to whom they go will make effective use of them, 
it must be remembered that this is all that this transac. 
tion means. It does not mean that the door to Russia i 
now open and that the American Bible Society or any. 
one else can send further Scripture supplies regularly o1 
freely to Russia. 

In spite of the fact that we stand before a closed door 
we do not stand there empty-handed. We have pre 
pared new plates for the entire Russian Bible in the 
latest and accepted orthography and we are now in the 
process of printing 50,000 copies of the Russian Bible ir 
order to enter immediately into this closed country a: 
soon as opportunity presents itself. We have als 
printed, or are in the process of printing, 99,600 Ney 
Testaments and Psalms, and we have available 755,00( 
copies of the Gospels. 

We believe that no one is better prepared to ente: 
Russia, as soon as the way is opened, than is the Ameri 
can Bible Society. We are in need of funds to complet 
the payments for the work already done and for thi 
work in process. 


Here then is the situation. The American Bibl 
Society has made the Scriptures available in al 
the war-ravaged areas and stands ready to kee] 
the books flowing into these countries as funds ar 
made available by the churches and by Christia1 
individuals. 

We. believe that no organization is as wel 
equipped to promptly and efficiently meet thes 
needs as the American Bible Society. 

For 131 years we have been the agent of th 
churches for giving the Bible to the peoples of th 
world in their own languages and dialects. In th 
present emergencies the churches have agai 
looked to the American Bible Society to meet th 
unusual needs and have generously supplied t 
funds. We stand ready to continue this servic 
and earnestly pray that the funds may be sent s 
that we may enter the open doors. 

The need is for $775,000. 

This is the amount required over and above e 
penditures already made for emergency needs. 

Please help us by your gifts to effectually ent 
these open doors. The need is pressing; the nee 
is urgent. And time is of the essence! 

Send your gifts to American Bible Society, 45 
Park Avenue, New York 22, N.Y. 


JULY I9 


Where Two or Three Are Gathered Together 


This significant incident was related by the translator of the New Testament 
into the Karré language at the meeting in January of this year 
of the ForeignMissions Conference of North America 


BY ESTELLA MYERS 


HE PANA were a fierce and stubborn tribe liv- 

ing high in the mountains, a week’s walk west 
of Bassai. Their high stronghold was accessible 
only by a narrow pass through the hills of Ubangi- 
Shari in French Equatorial Africa. They resisted 
all strangers and foreigners. It was dangerous to 
venture near them. Soldiers and others had been 
killed trying it, many of them. Missionaries were 
not wanted. The government made war against 
them, conquered them, forced them to settle in 
lower villages. 

About ten years ago Miss Grace Byron and I 
ventured over that way with the hope of getting 
into the Pana territory. Government officials did 
not realize we meant to go that far. We managed 
‘to get into the villages, perhaps because we were 
“women, and white. When we finally reached their 
»villages the Pana came to see who we were. When 

they saw they hid from us. 

Other missionaries came to evangelize. African 
»Christian teachers were sent, became discouraged, 
rreturned home; the Pana refused to accept the 
»Gospel. In 1943 we went back among them. I 
urged the last teacher there to stay and pray, sure 
that the mere fact that he prayed would have 
me effect on the people. An African traveling 
trader of the Laka tribe accepted the Gospel 
ith his wife and porter while we were there. We 
k our way back to Bassai. The remaining 
eacher taught Albert, this trader, to read from 
Sango primer. The teacher, discouraged, re- 
urned home. 

In the fall of 1946 I was to return on furlough to 
e United States. I could not bear to come until 
had paid one more visit to the Pana tribe. The 
ission knew I planned to visit the hills once more. 
issionaries and Christians of the Karré tribe be- 
an praying a long time before I went up. We 
aited for the rains to subside. Then in a “‘push- 
ush”? (drawn by two young men who were also to 
elp me in some teaching, if it could be done) we 
gan the long walk and climb to the mountains. 
When we arrived in the mountain villages we 
ere amazed to find the Pana recognizing us and 
nning out in greeting. They surrounded us ex- 
vitedly. They cried, ‘“Now we can know the 


IBLE SOCIETY RECORD 


truth!’ They demanded to hear more of the Gos- 
pel story. I inquired how they had heard any, and 
the reason for their changed attitude... 

After I had returned to Bassai from the other 
visit, Jean, a Pana, asked Albert, the trader, to 
teach him to read. He was greatly moved when he 
read of the way in which God had sent His Son 
Jesus to the world to die for us upon the cross. He 
called his wife and told her of it, and the story 
gripped her also. Jean was a cousin of Jacques, the 
chief’s son. He told Jacques about Jesus. Jacques 
said, “‘I believe this to be the truth. We shall pray 
to God to lead us into the truth.’ Theyinvited their 
friends secretly to learn to read, so they too could 
learn the truth. Albert, between his trading trips 
to buy and sell goods, taught people quietly to 
read from the primer and told them about Jesus. 
The chief discovered what was going on. He didn’t 
like it; especially didn’t want his son in it, de- 
termined this new teaching must stop. Albert was 
beaten, his clothes torn from him. He left the vil- 
lage. Jacques left with him, learned to read the 
New Testament from a copy Albert had gotten in 
his travels. ; 

Then the chief died. The people saw a portent. 
Jacques, sent for, returned home; was expected, as 
the new chief, to organize the usual pagan cere- 
monies customary after a death in the tribe. He 
refused, declined to become chief; declared he 


Miss Myers is a Registered Nurse who has been 
since 1918 serving in the Mission de Oubangi- 
Chari, French Equatorial Africa, which is sup- 
ported by the Brethren Church. At its 131st 


Annual Meeting on May 8, 1947 the American 
Bible Society made Miss Myers an Honorary 
Life Member. 


wanted to be free to learn more of Christianity, to 
teach it, to organize a church in his country. He 
prayed for help, for many wanted the Gospel. 
Believers joined to clear ground near the vil- 
lages to make a place for prayer morning and eve- 
ning. Other chiefs and soldiers opposed them. 
Two weeks before I arrived, the government off- 
cial visiting the villages to count the people told 
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them to let the believers meet for prayer as they 
desired. They then began building chapels and 
telling the story in new villages. 

When we arrived, hundreds of people came 
hurrying, asked to hear more of the Gospel, 
begged me to stay and tell them. First thing, I got 
out the charts. The young men who had come 
with me helped teach. From morning to evening 
we all worked. The people were so anxious to 
learn, kept coming back for more. 

One evening an old woman came, decked lav- 
ishly with charms and fetishes. She said, “Mama, 
I hear something good came to our village. Will 
you tell me what it is?” I told her about Jesus and 
Heaven. She said she hadn’t known there was any 
good news like that anywhere. I told her the way 
of salvation—that when Jesus died He had died to 
save her from her ignorance, unbelief and sin. 
Next day she came again, bearing gifts—decorated 
gourds, a chicken. Jacques happened in that day. 
Surprised he was that she had accepted the Gos- 
pel, and her husband with her; for she was the 
chief ‘‘medicine” person of the village. He was so 
happy he danced for joy. That afternoon she was 
back, bringing a companion with her. The follow- 
ing Sunday they testified to their faith, sincere in 
their new light, and rejoicing. 

Numbers of the Pana are becoming Christian. 
Jacques, who didn’t care to be chief, wants to 
travel from village to village telling this new Good 
News. Jean wants to take the charts from place to 


place, teaching people to read and then giving 
them the Gospels and the New Testament. It 
takes about a month to master the reading chart. 
Less than a year afterwards they can read the New 
Testament. 

The administrator in charge of that district was 
amazed at the change in the people’s attitudes. 
He asked me on my return trip to Bassai to come 
by his post to talk with him. Before Christianity 
had so moved the Pana, they seemed to be against 
everything and everyone outside themselves. Now 
they were approachable, friendly, interested, more 
orderly, anxious to learn, willing to work, and even 
ready to keep up the roads and pay tax without 
having to have soldiers force them as formerly. 

News came that spontaneously and significantly 
the Pana had decided on a move: they took up a 
tribal collection to educate Jean and Jacques. 
This will mean starting them at the Bible training 
school at Bozoum. The tribe wants them to spread 
the news. They say if the Karré tribe will help 
them to learn more of the Gospel they will carry 
it on to the Boune tribe on their other side. 

It looks as though the Pana tribe has at last 
made its start toward literacy, education, Chris- 
tianity and service to others. 

Like every other tribe since Christ came to the 


Twelve Tribes and to the world, they will have — 


their troubles. 
But again we see in Pana-land that, where two 
or three are gathered together... 


A Prayer for Korea 


“God moves in a mysterious way,’ and our duty, as the writer 
of these paragraphs, long a missionary in Korea, re-minds us, 
as to keep shedding the light through the Scriptures 
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EAR Lorn, I most earnestly beseech and en- 
treat Thee that Koreans be used to get the 
Gospel into Siberia and Russia.’ This prayer was 
offered a quarter of a century ago by a Korean 
pastor. It is only one petition in the most remark- 
able prayer I ever heard. The fact that the prayer 
lasted forty-five minutes was not the most impres- 
sive thing about it. It was agonizing prayer. The 
pastor poured forth his soul in a mighty torrent 
like a mountain stream after a heavy rain. 
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Just at this time Korean Christians in Siberia 
were being killed or driven out. There had been a 
promising work among the Koreans in Siberia, but 
it was cut off entirely. This prayer reminded me 
of the prayer in Jerusalem: “And now, Lord, look 
upon their threatenings: and grant unto thy ser- 
vants to speak thy word with all boldness.” The 
prayer in Jerusalem was answered at once: ‘They 
were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and they spake 


. the word of God with boldness.” For nearly a 
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aarter of a century there was no opportunity for 
oreans to get the Gospel into Siberia; but now 
[t is time for Jehovah to work; for they have 
ade void thy law.” 
Some people have asked me, ‘“‘Why did God per- 
it the Russians to invade northern Korea?” It 
ay be in answer to this prayer offered twenty-five 
‘ars ago. This may be one of the times when 
sod chose the weak things of the world, that he 
ight put to shame the things that are strong.” At 
recent meeting a missionary said, “Don’t worry 
yout the strong Korean church in the north. 
ney’ll come through all right.’ We should not 
wry, but neither should we be over-confident. 
e should pray, not for the Koreans only, that 
ey be enabled to stand; but also that they may 
tness to their persecutors. We should pray for 
e Russians, that they may be convinced that the 
spel is the power of God unto salvation and 
at they are lost unless they too believe. 
The Bible Society has sent Russian Scriptures to 
yrea, and we should pray that this good seed 
vy some of it fall into good soil and bring forth 
ait. No matter how good the seed, or how good 
2 soil, there is never a crop unless there is also 
yisture; and God may be waiting for our prayers 
provide the moisture. 
The Korean who offered the petition quoted 
rove became a Christian by reading the Bible. 
"= was not reading with a desire to know the 
mth, but merely to understand what the Chris- 
ims believed, in order to drive them out of his 
Hhage. He felt he could not oppose them success- 
ly unless he knew what they believed. Even 
er reading the New Testament through twice, 
J he did not understand, and felt he could not 
t oppose them successfully. He heard there was 
Old Testament, and thought, “Now, if I read 
+» Old Testament, I shall know all about them; 
sd then I will drive them out.”? He borrowed an 
d Testament and began to read. Later he re- 
rted, “‘Before I had finished the Books of Moses 
-new that Jesus was the Son of God.” 
After he had been co-pastor with me for one 
ar he was asked by the Board of Foreign Mis- 
ns of the Korean Presbyterian Church to go to 
sina as a missionary. Before he went to China 
had read the New Testament forty-one times 
d the Old Testament eleven times. ‘The last 
re I met him he had read the New Testament 
-hty seven-times and the Old Testament thirty- 
times. I have no doubt he is still praying that 
wreans be used to get the Gospel into Siberia 
d Russia. Surely every reader of this page will 
m him in that prayer. 
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Bible House Visitors 


| Beows the Bible Society family is a worldwide fellow- 
ship has been recently impressed upon the workers 
at the New York Bible House by the visits of comrades 
from various parts of the globe. 


Mr. and Mrs. Stylianos Ayanoghlou 


Rev. David McGavin spent several days at the Bible 
House in April. He is the Secretary for China of the 
National Bible Society of Scotland. His furlough in 
Scotland over, he was on his way to Shanghai, where he 
will be associated with Dr. Ralph Mortensen, our own 
representative in the China Bible House. 

Rev. R. Taylor McKim, who has been for many 
years the Secretary for the British and Foreign Bible 
Society in Halifax, Nova Scotia, serving also the Bible 
needs of Newfoundland, stopped on his way to London 
to enjoy a well-earned furlough. 

Mr. Norman Bratt, newly elected superintendent of 
the Publications Department of the British and Foreign 
Bible Society, made a longer visit, studying the publica- 
tion processes of the American Bible Society, visiting 
some of the great plants where the Society’s printing is 
done and planning joint schedules for the production of 
the Scriptures so desperately needed, particularly in 
Europe in the coming months—Scriptures which the 
British and American Societies alone can produce. 
Commenting on a display in one of the Bible House 
windows which characterized the Bible as “The Book 
that is Never out of Print,” he pointed up the idea by 
saying it was now “The Book that is Always Out of 
Stock.” 

The most colorful visitors of recent weeks were Mr. 
and Mrs. Stylianos Ayanoghlou. They are Turkish 
friends, recently come from Egypt. For the past twenty 
years Mr. Ayanoghlou has been one of the Society’s 
colporteurs in Egypt, and for twenty-two years before 
that he served in a similar capacity in and around the 
city of Adana in Turkey, only a few miles from Tarsus, 
where the Apostle Paul was born. Mr. Ayanoghlou’s 
father was a colporteur before him. 
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The Bible Amid Disaster 


Whenever and wherever disaster strikes in the areas of the world served by the American 


Bible Society, there its distributors go offering the 


Scriptures to those who have lost 


them or need them. Here is the report of how the Society's Dallas Office served the 
sufferers of fire and tornado in the Southwest last spring 


BY ee RiO©7B EAR lie Lemuel ee Nal Ass 


WICE THIS YEAR, within a few April days, dis- 

aster struck in Texas. Swiftly after one of the 
worst tornadoes in American history came the ex- 
plosive cataclysm of Texas City. 

Tornadoes, explosion and fires wrought a war- 
like devastation in these two areas. Homes, 
churches, whole villages were destroyed. People 
were killed, maimed, left destitute. 

As soon as the situation permitted, the American 
Bible Society’s Secretary Langham of Dallas 
visited the two afflicted areas. While the fires still 
burned he visited Texas City and conferred with 
his friends in the Ministers’ Alliance there. 
Through the Dallas News leased wire he had al- 
ready assured them of the Society’s readiness to 
aid. The local ministers, who are familiar with the 
needs of their people, accepted the Scriptures which 
Secretary Langham had brought with him and 
planned to place them where the need was greatest. 

The principal damage in Texas City was to 
business property. The tragic loss of life cannot be 
minimized, but the damage to churches and homes 
is but in a few cases irreparable. 

Many families who came to ‘Texas City to work 
during the war had already set out for their former 
homes by the time the city began to recover from 
its stunning blow. 

Leaving in Texas City a supply of Bibles and 
Testaments, Secretary Langham set out for the 
other stricken areas. He paused in Dallas only long 
enough to load up again with Scriptures. 

In the tornado-stricken area he found a path of 
destruction 125 miles long. It began at White 
Deer in the Panhandle of Texas and ran through 
the villages and cities of Glazier, Miami and Hig- 
gins, Texas, to Woodward and White House, 
Oklahoma. Dr. Langham writes: “‘Of these towns 
only two were of any size—Higgins, Texas and 
Woodward, Oklahoma, the latter place being a 
real city. In all the towns named I stopped and 
talked with the people, and in Higgins and Wood- 
ward called together the ministers. It would be 
difficult to give you a word-picture of the terrible 
and complete devastation. The little town of 
Glazier, of about thirty homes, was simply de- 
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molished, with only three walls of one building 
standing upright. In Higgins there was not a 
home or building that escaped considerable dam- 
age, and many were either demolished or damaged 
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ae : - Acme 
The Army supplied the tents and the American Bible Society 
the Bibles for homes like this one, in Woodward, Oklahoma 


beyond repair. ‘There were two hundred and 
twenty-two blocks of homes in Woodward, Okla- 
homa laid waste, and many other buildings and 
homes considerably damaged. I carried only 
about 200 Bibles with me in my car because of the 
weight, and left these along the way.” 

In addition to the Scriptures which Secretary 
Langham carried, and another 200 sent by 
Headquarters, it is estimated that at least 1,000 
Bibles, 5,000 Testaments and 3,000 Gospels will be 
needed to meet the calls for this emergency. 

The American Bible Society has met such peace- 
time disasters with the Scriptures before. In the 
great Yokohama earthquake of 1923 the American 
people supplied funds to send Scriptures to stricken 


Japan. After the great floods in the Ohio-Missis- | 


sippi Valley, homeless people received the Scrip- 
tures from the American Bible Society. And now 
in ‘Texas and Oklahoma, following the tragedy, 
comes the restoring presence of the Bible, remind- 
ing dazed folk everywhere that still God is found, 
not in the earthquake, wind, or fire, but in the 
still, small voice of His eternal Word. 
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MEMBERS’ FORUM 


[Annual Membership in the Society is secured through 
a gift of $5 or more for the carrying on of its work. 
The Society also provides for Life Membership, Life 
Directorship and Memorial Membership. Particulars 
will be sent on request. The editors welcome corre- 
spondence from members and devote this page in each 
issue to that purpose. } 


From Bondurant, Iowa: 


As I have just read the Society’s magazine, the Rec- 
ord (which I hardly lay aside until I have read it through, 
iit is so good), I want to help raise that Budget to send the 
[Bibles out wherever you think best. (A contribution of 
$150 was enclosed.) 


(From Still Pond, Maryland: 


I am sending $1.00 for the Bible Society Seals. 

I should like to have the contribution in the name of 
my son, Harry Faulkner Conner, born on Worldwide 
Bible Sunday, December 8, 1946. 

Perhaps he is one of your youngest contributors. 
from Arlington, Virginia: 

I thought you would be interested in knowing how I 
smade the $2 I am enclosing for the work of the Ameri- 
an Bible Society. 

A resident of Arlington inserted a notice in the Wash- 
-mgton Star to know if any of the readers had a soap- 
stone that is used in the old-fashioned fireless cooker. I 
=xot in touch with her, and she came today and gave me 
52 for the two stones I had; I gave my fireless cooker to 
-he Aluminum Drive at the beginning of the war. I do 
:0 enjoy reading the Record and to know how much the 
3ible is in demand since the war. I pray God’s richest 
jlessing upon the Record and all who are connected 
with it. I only wish I had more to give. 


rom Kansas City, Missouri: 

I wish to thank you for sending me copies of addres- 
ses which were given by one of your Secretaries over the 
utual Broadcasting System. They have done me 
uch good. 

I am enclosing check for $50 in appreciation for your 
sreat work. 


rom St. Petersburg, Florida: 


‘As related to the Society’s representative there) 

“In some financial drive for the war I contributed 
100 to the Government for the purpose of buying one 
3arand rifle and ammunition to kill the Japs. I figured 
hat the least I could do would be to give $100 to buy 
‘estaments with which to convert the Japs I didn’t kill. 


rom Manchester, N. H. 


Enclosed please find my check for $200 as a contribu- 
ion to the Bible distribution work. I should like to 


IBLE SOCIETY RECORD 


have this apportioned among the Germans, the Japan- 
ese and the .Chinese, according to the present need. 
This good work must go on. 


From Newberg, Oregon: 


Enclosed you will find a check for $35 to be used for 
printing Bibles and Testaments for Japan and Europe. 
Oh, how we wish we could make it a thousand times as 
much! The need is so great, it truly is staggering. We 
are praying earnestly for the Bible Society, that Chris- 
tians will awaken to the tragic need, and that the Lord 
will enable us to give a great deal more also. The 
Lord’s richest blessings upon your noble work! 


From a College President in Sitka, Alaska: 


In some of the literature which you have sent through 
to us, our students noted the great need for Bibles 
throughout the world. In planning for a sacrificial 
Good Friday offering, our Student Council had des- 
ignated one half to go to the American Bible Society; 
so we are happy to enclose a draft in the amount of 
$42.35. 

The students and staff members, too, are happy to be 
able to send this amount to help the great work of the 
American Bible Society. We might mention that part 
of the offering was made up by going without meat two 
meals in the dining room, and the balance was made up 
in cash by going without something which individuals 
were willing to sacrifice. 


From Plymouth, Wisconsin: 


Thank you for sending us the Bible Society Record. It is 
very interesting to read. 

The letters in the ‘Members’ Forum”? are very in- 
teresting. I usually read them first. 


From Little Rock, Arkansas: 


(A friend who heard one of the Society’s Secretaries 
speak sent him cash contributed by her church, cover- 
ing the cost price of 30 Japanese Testaments, which 
she at once forwarded to her brother-in-law, a sergeant 
stationed in Okinawa. The sergeant, on receiving the 
Testaments, wrote to the Secretary of the Society as fol- 
lows:) 

“‘T have received and distributed the 30 New Testa- 
ments from the church at home, as well as several 
hundred from other sources. The need is great for litera- 
ture in the Japanese language. Our Youth for Christ 
Movement here on Okinawa strives to do all the mis- 
sionary work that we are permitted to do, and this is 
about the limit; so of course we are doing all in our 
powers to get more and more of this literature. Our ef- 
forts are not in vain. It is a blessing, indeed, when a 
native walks up to you and asks for a Bible instead of a 
cigaret. They hunger and thirst for the righteousness of 
God; and God grant that we will be permitted to show 
them the Christ that we know as our Savior. 

“This money (He enclosed $50—Ed.) has been given 
freely by these workers in our Youth for Christ organ- 
ization.” 
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bution and Use of the Holy Scriptures 


Editors: THE SECRETARIES 


Address correspondence to the 
Managing Editor 
Francis CARR STIFLER 
450 Park Avenue 
New York 22, N. Y. 


Vol. 92 JULY 1947 No. 6 
Daily Bible Readings 
AUGUST 
Day Book Chapter Day Book Chapter 
1 Isaiah 1:1-27 17 Isaiah 58 
2 Isaiah 2 18 Isaiah 60 
3 Isaiah 4:2-5:19 19 Isaiah 61; 62 
4 Isaiah 5:20-6:13 90 Isaiah 65 
5 Isaiah 7 21 Proverbs 1:1-19 
beak 9 92 Proverbs 1:20-33 
7 Isaiah 11:12 35 Proverke 2 
: Jee 2 24 Proverbs 3:1-18 
9 Isaiah 28 e 

S 4_29.p 25 Proverbs 3:19-35 
10 Isaiah 31:1-32:8 Sen 
‘ht eerals 49 26 Proverbs 4:1-9; 20:27 
12 Isaiah 41:1-20 27 Proverbs 5:1-6; 15-23 
13 Isaiah 49:1-12 28 Proverbs 6:6-23 
14 Isaiah 52 29 Proverbs 8:1-21 
15 Isaiah 53 30 Proverbs 12:1-15 
16 Isaiah 55 31 Proverbs 13:1-7;20-25 


The Bible on the Air 


Every Friday through September 26, 
Secretary Stifler will be heard twice 
over the facilities of the American 
Broadcasting Company from coast to 
coast on his annual series entitled 
“Gems for Thought About the Bible.” 
The morning program is given at 8:55 
EDT and the evening program by trans- 
cription at 11:30 EDT. If, after making 
due adjustment for your time zone and 
for the possibility of change because of 
Daylight Saving Time, you do not get 
the program, consult your local ABC 
station. The evening program, because 
transcribed, is in some cases given at 
other hours of the day. 

A leaflet describing the series will be 
supplied in reasonable quantities to 
pastors and others who can use them, 
Address the American Bible Society, 
Radio Department, 450 Park Avenue, 
New York 22, New York. 
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Congratulations to Dr. Samuel M. 
Zwemer, whose rich life of Christian 
service has passed the eightieth mile- 
stone. Dr. Zwemer began his mission- 
ary career when a Junior in Hope Col- 
lege. He was a colporteur for the Amer- 
ican Bible Society and was arrested in 
Grand Haven, Michigan, for selling 
Bibles without a permit. This was over 
sixty years ago. 


* * 


Testaments for Japanese Diet 


The following paragraph was re- 
ceived in a letter from Mr. Russell 
Durgin in Tokyo: 


You will be interested in a little inci- 
dent which occurred a week or so ago. 
A member of the upper house of the 
Diet came to call on me, and said he 
wanted me to know how much the gift 
of a copy of the Japanese New Testa- 
ment to each member of the Diet had 
been appreciated (recently the Japan- 
ese Bible Society made this presenta- 
tion). Then he went on to say that he 
felt this might well be supplemented 
now with a presentation of an English 
New Testament so they could study and 
compare them. He said he had no 
Christian connections except a personal 
friendship with me, so asked if I would 
be willing to get to the right place a 
personal and anonymous gift of Yen 
2,000, for this purpose. He said he 
would try to duplicate the amount next 
month. 


The American Bible Society is 
sending 500 English New Testa- 
ments for the purpose. 


* * 


June Meeting of the Board 


A meeting of the Board of Managers 
of the American Bible Society in its one 
hundred and thirty-first year was held 
at the Bible House, 450 Park Avenue, 
New York 22, on Thursday, June 5, 
1947, at 3:30 p.m., President Daniel 
Burke, LL.D., in the Chair. 

Devotional exercises were conducted 
by Mr. James T. Van Steenbergh. 

The Standing Committees for the 
year were appointed. 

The Board received with thanks the 
Captain Paul R. Gregory Trust Fund 


of $5,000 donated by Rev. and Mrs. 
Raymond R. Gregory in memory of 
their son, who lost his life in the defense 
of the Philippine Islands in 1942, for 
the rebuilding of the old Bible House or 
for purchasing a new Bible House in 
Manila. 

It was reported that a total of 937,976 
volumes of the Scriptures were distrib- 
uted in the United States during the 
first quarter of 1947. 

It was also reported that 4,000 copies 
of the Kate New Testament have been 
printed at the request of the American 
Lutherans for use by missionaries in 
New Guinea. . 

There were 4,615 volumes of the 
Scriptures distributed to the Blind dur- 
ing the first quarter of 1947. 


* * 


May Meeting of the Board 


A meeting of the Board of Managers 
of the American Bible Society in its one 
hundred and thirty-second year was 
held at the Bible House, 450 Park Ave- 
nue, New York 22, on Thursday, May 
1, 1947, at 3:30 p.m., President Daniel 
Burke, LL.D., in the Chair. : 

Devotional exercises were conducted 
by Secretary Rome A. Betts. 

Rey. George F. Sutherland, D. D., 
and Mr. William S. Wilson being pre- 
sent for the first time, were introduced 
to the Board. 

The resignation of Mr. George E. 
Lundy was accepted with regret. 

A first edition of the Cuzco Quechua 
New Testament and new editions of 
the Tagalog Bible, Pampangan New 
Testament, Bicol New Testament and 
also of the Biblia Hebraica in two vol- 
umes, were presented to the Board. 

A black leather Bible in ink print 
which was being sent to Helen Keller 
for use in her home was presented. 

Rev. Lewis M. Bratcher, Jr., was 
elected Agency Secretary for Brazil, to 
take effect in the autumn of 1947, 

It was reported that Secretary Lang- — 
ham of the Dallas Office had visited the 
afflicted areas after the Oklahoma- 
‘Texas tornado and the Texas City ex- 
plosion; and supplies of Bibles and 
Testaments were brought to supplant 
those lost by the sufferers of these two 
disasters. 

A new catalogue of English Scrip- 
tures, just off the press, was presented. 
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13Ist Annual Meeting 


t.. Society’s one hundred and thirty-first An- 
nual Meeting was held at the Bible House on 
Thursday, May 8, 1947. President Daniel Burke 
resided and the devotional exercises were led by 
tev. Dr. David J. Fanti, Secretary of the New 
‘ork Bible Society. 


The following Managers were reelected for the 
rm 1947-1951: James R. Joy, LL.D., Silas F. 
Hallock, M.D., Ray Clarke Tillinghast, Arthur Y. 
feeker, Mrs. Herrick B. Young, Hurnard J. Ken- 
er, Harry N. Holmes, Reginald S. Wareham, 
frs. Harry W. Rosengrant, Charles T. Lee and 
Nilliam D. Winter. 


The following were elected Honorary Life 
fembers: 


"vvocato Commendatore Pietro Zuchetti. Skilled law- 
yer in the city of Rome, faithful counselor of evan- 
gelical Christians, who undertook during the difficult 

_ war years, as a labor of love, the administrative and 
financial supervision of the Libreria Sacre Scritture, 
the center supported by the British and American 
Bible Societies for the distribution of Scriptures 
throughout Italy. 


‘iss Estella Myers. For nearly thirty years a missionary 
of the Foreign Missionary Society of the Church of 
the Brethren, principal translator of the New Testa- 
ment in Karré, the language of some 25,000 people 
-of French Equatorial Africa. 


rev. Paul Burgess, Ph.D., Mrs. Dora M. Burgess, 
Litt. D. For thirty-four years missionaries of the 
| Presbyterian Church, U.S.A., in Guatemala; transla- 
tors of the New Testament into Quiché, the language 
of some half million of the Indian people of 
Guatemala. 


x Graeme Tyrrell. Distinguished administrator over- 
tseas for the British Crown, wise counselor in the 
penterprises of the Church, Chairman of the Com- 
} mittee of the British and Foreign Bible Society. 


shop Eivind Berggrav. Primate of Norway, devoted 
estudent of the Word of God, inspired leader of 
> Christian resistance in Norway, a Chairman of the 
Bible Societies’ historic conference at Elfinsward, 
President of the Norwegian Bible Society. 


The following were elected Honorary Life 
irectors in recognition of signal service rendered 
their communities in promoting the support of 


e Society: 
Judge George E. Bushnell of Detroit, Michigan, 
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Mr. Clarence Burke of Fort Worth, Texas. Gen- 
eral Cornelius W. Wickersham of New York City. 
Mr. George Gund of Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dr. Henry Smith Leiper, Associate General Sec- 
retary of the World Council of Churches, recently 
returned from an extended tour of Europe, spoke 
of that continent’s emergent need and the efficacy 
of the Society’s service of Scripture supply now in 
progress for Europe. 

The benediction was pronounced by Rev. James 
P. Gillespie, D.D. 


Mr. Norman Bratt (left), Superintendent of Publica- 
tion for the British and Foreign Bible Society, spent 
several days at the Bible House and in visiting the 
printing plants employed by the Society. He is here seen 
conferring with Dr. Darlington, who supervises pro- 


duction for the American Bible Society. Upon these 
two men, more than any others on earth, lies the re- 
sponsibility of devising means of meeting a worldwide 
shortage of Bibles. 


American Bible Society Directory 


(Presented in more complete form on this page in every other issue) 

President, Daniel Burke; Secretaries: E. M. North, F. W. Cropp, F. H. Mann, 
R. A. Betts, R. T. Taylor; Treasurer, Gilbert Darlington; Secretary for Pubtic Rela- 
tions, F. C. Stifler; Secretary for Promotion of Bible See V. Claypool; Secretary 
for Versions, E, A. Nida; Secretary for Visual Materials, H. H. Ragatz; Secretary, Work 
for the Blind, Miss S. R. Barrett. 

HeapguarTers, Bible House, 450 Park Avenue, New York 22, N.Y.; telephone, 
Plaza 3-6600. 

Districr Orrices in the United States: 116 South Salina St., Syracuse 2, New 
York; 701 Walnut St., Philadelphia 6, Pa.; 9 East Franklin St., Baltimore 2, Md.; 
1400 New York Ave. N.W., Washington 5, D.C.; Central Nat'l. Bank Bldg., Rich- 
mond 19, Va.; 85 Walton St., Atlanta 3, Ga.; 519 Main St, Cincinnati 2, Ohio; 
35 E. Wacker Drive, Chicago 1, Ill.; 1914 Main St., Dallas 1, Texas; 650 17th 
St., Denver 2, Colo.; 224 McAllister St., San Francisco 2, Cal. 

Drvision Orrices OF THE HAVEN MEMORIAL AGENCY FOR COLORED PEOPLE: 
56 Gammon Ave., S. E., Atlanta, Ga.; St. Luke Bldg., 902 St. James St., Rich- 
mond 20, Va.; 5424 Woodland Ave., Cleveland 4, Ohio; 2811 Flora St., Dallas 
4, Texas. 

Frecp Orrices: 1506 Arrott Bldg., Pittsburgh 22, Pa.; 401 Euclid Ave., Cleve- 
land, Ohio; 226 Seventh Ave., North Nashville, Tenn.; 1736 S. 12th St., Missoula, 
Montana; 325 Ramona St., Pasadena 4, Cal.; 813 Kales Bldg., Detroit, Mich.; 
809 First National Bank Bldg. Houston, Texas; 515 Pickwick Bldg., 9th & Mc- 
Gee Sts., Kansas City 6, Mo. 

Depositories located at same addresses in New York, Atlanta, Chicago, Dallas and 
San Francisco. 

Foreton Acencies located in: Havana; Mexico City; Cristébol, Canal Zone; 
Lima, Peru; Santiago, Chile; Buenos Aires, Argentina; Rio de Janeiro, Brazil; 
Istanbul, Turkey; Cairo, Egypt; Manila, P.I.; Bangkok, Siam; Shanghai, China; 
Tokyo, Japan. : } 

Cooperating Bible Societies in New England located in: Portland, Me.; Con- 
cord, N.H.; Burlington, Vt.; Boston, Mass.; Providence, R.I.; Hartford, Conn. 


a 


Build a Better Tomorrow 


C1 Please send me without obligation your booklet, Ca entitled, A Gift That Lives. 


O Lenclose $............. for worldwide distribution of the Scriptures. 
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AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY ASSURED 
450 Park Avenue, New York 22, N.Y. 


by what you do today! 


—for the world 
—for your country 


—for yourself 


Waar can I do? everyone asks. You—yes, you—can help 
make this world a better place to live in by facilitating the 
worldwide distribution of the Bible. Simply send us your 
contribution. Or better still, why not make your own future 
more secure by purchasing an American Bible Society 
Annuity Agreement? In this way, you not only receive the 
peace of mind which comes from a generous lifetime income; 
you enjoy the untold satisfaction of knowing that your money 
goes toward the work of spreading the Word of God wher- 
ever it is needed—and so contributes to the greater peace 
of the world. 


Mail this coupon today without fail—Investigate this 
Christian Plan which enables you both to give and receive, 
and at the same time entitles you to certain tax exemptions. 
Write today for the interesting booklet, 4 Gift That Lives, 
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